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Don’t count on the House farm bill provision that would move catfish inspections out of 

USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service and back to FDA making it into the final legislation 

after all, Rep. Frank Lucas is warning other members of Congress, sources tell POLITICO. 

Lucas, chairman of the farm bill conference committee and one of its four principal negotiators, 

was heard telling others before the winter break that a framework agreement that would include 

agreements on crop insurance and food stamp cuts was close. He told those who care that 

a separate vote by the committee was planned in relation to a number of measures, including 

catfish inspections. 

However, Lucas has been bracing other members of Congress this week to prepare for the catfish 

measure to not be included in the final 2013 farm bill thanks to a last-minute push by Sen. Thad 

Cochran (R-Miss.), another one of the four farm bill principals, to kill it, sources say. 

Cochran is concerned that if the measure comes up for a vote, it will lose, one knowledgeable 

source on the Hill who requested anonymity told POLITICO. 

“With the recent news articles, sentiment is trending toward the House-passed repeal 

amendment,” the source said. “Cochran is putting his foot down and telling Lucas it should not 

receive a vote. [Lucas is saying that] Cochran is adamant the provision is left out of the final 

bill.” 

The source expressed similar concerns about whether the conference committee will hold the 

expected meeting Thursday to vote on the agreement because of last-minute debates over catfish 

inspections and other issues. 

A spokesperson for the House Agriculture Committee declined to comment on the matter, saying 

Lucas and the other principals involved in the farm bill talks have been careful to not provide 

details about their negotiations. 

Catfish inspections were moved to FSIS in response to a provision created by Cochran that was 

included in the 2008 farm bill. In particular, domestic catfish producers had hoped FSIS would 

expand the program to include inspections of pangasius, a cheaper Vietnamese fish that has been 

supplanting the domestic catfish across the United States. 



However, the program has yet to take root and largely has been defunded. 

The measure to move catfish inspections back to FDA is contained in Title XII of the House 

farm bill but is nowhere in the Senate bill. 

While Cochran continues his fight to kill the catfish provision this week, others are offering their 

support. 

The Council for Citizens Against Government Waste, National Taxpayers Union, Taxpayers 

Protection Alliance and nine other groups known for taking a strong position against government 

spending sent a letter Wednesday to the farm bill’s four principal negotiators suggesting that the 

catfish provision is the one part of the farm bill that “may make taxpayers smile.” 

More than $20 million has been spent by FSIS over the past four years without inspecting a 

single fish, they note. The program, which threatens to start a trade war, has been targeted five 

times by the Government Accountability Office as a source of waste, they say. 

Similarly, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) sent a two-page letter Wednesday to Sen. Debbie 

Stabenow (D-Mich.) and Cochran urging them to leave the provision in the farm bill that goes to 

the conference committee for a vote. 

“The need to repeal the catfish program far outweighs whatever parochial reasons exist to prop 

up a small number of domestic catfish farmers,” McCain said in his letter. “If farm bill conferees 

are denied the opportunity to vote against this reckless and wasteful catfish program, please be 

assured that I will work with my colleagues in the House and Senate to legislatively terminate at 

every opportunity.” 

 

 


