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Nolan cites wasteful federal spending 
Program having catfish inspector one of many examples, 
Congressman says 
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WASHINGTON — There are thousands and thousands of 

examples of Washington budget silliness that add up to 

millions of wasteful spending of taxpayer money. 

One of those, said 8th District Democratic U.S. Rep. Rick 

Nolan, is the USDA Catfish Inspection Program. He wants it 

eliminated and is finding some powerful congressional 

support. 

“We are paying for a catfish inspector to just stand there 

waiting for a catfish to come by among the walleye and other fish,” Nolan said in a telephone 

interview Thursday. 

The congressman said $170 million is spent over 10 years on a program that needs to be 

eliminated. He said the Agriculture Department service is already provided by the Food & Drug 

Administration. 

“What we have is the prospect of an FDA inspector standing over a conveyor belt examining 

every walleye, white fish, shrimp and cod that comes along, while the USDA inspector stands 

nearby waiting for the next catfish. 

“It’s a ridiculous and shameful waste of taxpayers’ money that forces fish and seafood 

processors like Morey’s and Trident in Motley, Minnesota, to comply with expensive and 

unnecessary regulations that cost jobs and reduce business efficiency,” Nolan said in a news 

release on the issue. 

The catfish inspector position is being protected by Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., the ranking 

member of the Senate Agriculture Committee, who Nolan said has threatened to hold up the 

Farm Bill over the issue. 
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Nolan, a member of the House Agriculture Committee, has joined with Republican Rep. Vicki 

Hartzler of Missouri in a bipartisan effort to strip the program from that body’s version of the 

Farm Bill. 

Nolan has written a letter to the Agriculture Committee Chairman Republican Frank Lucas of 

Oklahoma to urge removal of the program from the bill. 

And, in the Senate, Nolan has found an ally in Republican John McCain of Arizona who has sent 

a letter, similar to Nolan’s to Lucas, to Senate conference committee leaders on the issue, urging 

repeal of the measure. 

 


