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UNIFIED AGENDA DETAILS POULTRY INSPECTION, MENU LABELING, RFS RELEASES: Well, 

kind of. Just before Thanksgiving, the White House quietly released its Fall 2013 Unified Agenda, 

detailing major food- and agriculture- related regulations under development at various federal 

agencies. While dates and priorities laid out in the agenda aren’t set in stone — this is at best a 

loose guide — there are a few things in the plan that are worth keeping an eye on. 

 

The full Fall 2013 Unified Agenda is available here: http://1.usa.gov/n1ZkQ6 

 

CATFISH INSPECTION RULE SIDELINED:  Mandatory inspection standards for catfish have, to put 

it nicely, been put on the backburner, according to the USDA’s new regulatory agenda. The shift in 

status of the controversial measure, which stems from a provision in the 2008 farm bill that moved 

inspections of the fish from FDA to USDA, comes as little surprise. Lawmakers, including Sens. John 

McCain (R-Ariz.) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), have called for the USDA program to be scrapped, 

and foreign governments have threatened to go to the World Trade Organization if the measure is 

finalized. While the rule’s placement on USDA’s “Long-Term Action” list doesn’t take the measure 

totally off the table, don’t expect anything from that effort any time soon: http://1.usa.gov/1eIUTu0 

 

INDONESIA TAKES AIM AT USDA CATFISH INSPECTION PROGRAM: Speaking of catfish — In 

letters to House and Senate leaders, Dino Patti Djalal, Indonesia’s ambassador to the United States, 

takes aim at the proposal, becoming the latest to hint at a WTO case against the United States 
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unless the USDA’s not-yet-operational program is axed in this year’s farm bill talks. The measure, 

Djalal says, “is about erecting trade barriers, and not food safety.” 

The letters are available here: http://politico.pro/1cOZ9an & http://politico.pro/IC6Eba 
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