
	  

Farm Bill now expected in January 
Friday December 13, 2013 

Lawmakers kept Farm Bill funding separate from the budget deal announced this week, and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.), chair of the Farm Bill Conference Committee, said after a Tuesday 
meeting of the principal conference negotiators he is "confident" the remaining issues will be 
resolved and that the new five-year bill will be ready for consideration by Congress by mid-
January.  Reportedly, negotiators have agreed to cuts of approximately $8 billion in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), well below the $40 billion cut in the 
House-approved version of the bill. 

Still on the table is the House-passed King Amendment, sponsored by Rep. Steve King (R-
Iowa), which would prohibit a state from excluding agricultural products from other states from 
being sold within its borders (http://bit.ly/1aGhpmh).The National Pork Producers Council 
(NPPC) is a leading proponent of this amendment.  Opponents, including the Humane Society of 
the United States (HSUS), claim it could wipe out dozens of state laws that protect animals as 
well as numerous regional identify standards such as Vermont maple syrup. 

Another amendment attached to the House version of the bill, by Rep. Dan Benishek (R-
Mich.), would block FDA from enforcing the Food Safety Modernization Act unless it conducts 
an analysis on the scientific information used in the final rules. 

The primary obstacle to passage of a Farm Bill remains the tug of war between conferees who 
don't want to subsidize agribusiness with "exorbitant" farm subsidy payments, and those who 
don't want to support ever-increasing payments for food stamps. Both sides contend the program 
they want to trim is rife with fraud. 

One small program that may not make it into a new bill, given the high-powered opposition, is 
the USDA catfish inspection program created by the 2008 Farm Bill, which has yet to be 
implemented. The Emergency Committee for American Trade (ECAT), whose members 
represent the main sectors of the U.S. economy, says the program is a bad idea and the group is 
urging lawmakers to repeal it http://bit.ly/18ERCrL). 

 "Congress should seize this opportunity to terminate this wasteful Program," ECAT President 
Calman Cohen said, in a Dec. 10 letter to Rep. Lucas, who chairs the House Agriculture 
Committee and to the ag committee's Ranking Member Rep. Collin Peterson (D-Minn.). Cohen 
argues the program is wasteful because it requires a duplicative food-inspection program 
specifically for catfish to be administered by the USDA rather than by FDA under that agency's 
general seafood-inspection mandate. 



"This program is wasteful, does not enhance consumer safety, and sets a bad example that, if 
replicated, could adversely impact both U.S. exporters and importers of food and agricultural 
products," the group argues. The program "is not predicated upon any legitimate scientific basis," 
Cohen adds.  U.S. exporters of food and agricultural products have fought against scientifically 
unfounded non-tariff barriers to their exports for years, and this program sets a poor precedent 
for American leadership in that regard, he says. 

ECAT points out that the House Committee on Agriculture voted to repeal the catfish program 
with bipartisan support during its consideration of the Farm Bill in May, 2013.  The full House 
voted in July to repeal the program when it passed the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk 
Management Act of 2013, which includes section 11107 (repeal of duplicative catfish-inspection 
program).  But the Senate, which had previously voted to repeal the catfish program in 2012, did 
not include a repeal provision in its version of the 2013 Farm Bill.  

	  


