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While scanning tweets that were trending about the reality show "Catfish," I 
stumbled upon something even fishier than the 50-year-olds featured on MTV 
claiming to be 18 while pursuing online relationships. I discovered that two 
government agencies are spending hundreds of millions of dollars to inspect catfish 
and by catfish I mean actual catfish; whiskers and fins, not hashtags. 
 
When I looked into it, I found that the Food and Drug Administration regulates 
catfish, but lobbyists created another catfish inspection unit at the Department of 
Agriculture. Two agencies doing the same job. #CanYouSayWaste? 
 
Here I am, paying my way through college with future debt and loans already on my 
mind and the government creates a catfish inspection program that has spent $20 
million and not inspected a single fish. The government actually has a group that 
looks at stuff like this, the Government Accountability Office. It says the USDA is on 
track to spend 10 years and $170 million to regulate catfish. Again, a job FDA is 
already doing. It doesn't take an economics degree from JMU to realize that is an 
absurd waste of money. 
 
What's worse, GAO has apparently notified Congress five times, in five separate 
reports, that the catfish program is spending millions and doing nada ... zip ... zilch ... 
nothing. The program even made the list of operations that needed attention 
because they were at "high risk due to their greater vulnerabilities to fraud, waste, 
abuse, and mismanagement." Imagine the kid who makes the list of students at 
"high risk due to greater vulnerabilities to cheating, missing class, slacking-off, and 
not getting assignments in." It wouldn't take five semesters for mom, dad and the 
faculty to crack down on that. 
 
Knowing programs like this are alive and well in D.C. makes it hard to disagree with 
classmates who insist it's my generation, and maybe the next, who are getting 
screwed. We will be needlessly paying for this country's vast government bloat and 
subsequent debt. More than $170 million might seem like chump change to 
politicians, but that's the equivalent of about 2,500, four-year, full-ride scholarships 
to JMU. #WhereDoIGetOneOfThose? 
 



I walk by Rep. Bob Goodlatte's office on Mason Street almost every day, not really 
thinking about who he is or what he does for us. But I've started to wonder what 
he's actually doing when he's in his D.C. office. Sure, he hosts job fairs for us here in 
the Valley, but if he doesn't cut these types of absurdly wasteful programs when he's 
on Capitol Hill, does he really have our futures in mind? Every politician claims to be 
for young people, small business, veterans, and cutting wasteful spending, but 
actions speak louder than words. Right now I'm not convinced. 
 
It didn't take much for me to find there's an effort to scrap the USDA Catfish 
Program as part of the Farm Bill. I'm no poli-sci major, but even I know that when 
Big Ag groups, Tea Party tax cutters, and President Obama find common ground to 
get rid of a program, then maybe the Devil best find himself a parka. I hope 
Representative Goodlatte supports that repeal campaign. We students need some 
hope that the federal government can control itself from gorging at the trough. (And 
by the way, our congressional district turns out to have more colleges and 
universities than most other congressional districts in the country). 
 
I don't claim to speak for all Millennials when I say we oppose spending millions on 
redundant fish inspections, but I am sure I speak for the majority when I say we 
would rather support tax dollars spent to inspect anything coming out of Newman 
Lake, than on a duplicative catfish program. #GoDukes. 
 
Mr. Barry is a senior at JMU, majoring in industrial design. He is paying his own way 
through school and would prefer to limit what he has to pay on the federal debt in the 
future. 
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