
 

Hartzler leads Ag Committee repeal of USDA Catfish Inspection Program 

The House Agriculture Committee recently approved Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler’s, MO-4, 

amendment to the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act to put the brakes on a 

duplicative and wasteful federal government program involving the inspection of catfish. During the 

2008 farm bill discussion, a provision was added during conference to shift catfish inspection from the 

Food and Drug Administration to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, creating two separate government 

inspection programs in seafood processing facilities. Currently, the FDA inspects all fish and seafood 

while the USDA inspects meat, poultry, and eggs. 

“I was pleased that over two thirds of my colleagues joined me in repealing the duplicative USDA 

program that would have cost taxpayers $14 million a year, would have caused duplication in U.S. 

seafood processing facilities, and would have erected a trade barrier that threatened American trade 

relations with growing economies is Southeast Asia,” said Hartzler. “If this duplicative program was not 

repealed, the USDA would be forced to divert funds from its core mission to hire or train new inspectors 

to properly inspect catfish only. The USDA has already wasted $30 million on the rulemaking process for 

this program and has not inspected a single fish.” 

“The non-partisan Government Accountability Office has called for repeal of this program five times; the 

Senate voted unanimously to repeal this program; and the president called for zero funding and repeal 

in his 2014 budget request,” continued Hartzler. “I was proud to lead the charge to do away with the 

duplication and ensure that Washington is a better steward of precious taxpayer resources. I look 

forward to both the House and Senate approving this much-needed legislation and sending it to the 

president.” 

In addition to serving on the Agriculture Committee, Congresswoman Hartzler serves on the House 

Budget and Armed Services Committees. 
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