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Catfish waste is debated 

 

How many federal agencies does it take to inspect catfish? 

 

In its latest report on wasteful overlap in the federal government, the Government 

Accountability Office cited catfish inspection, saying three agencies now have that 

authority and that Congress should repeal a law giving the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture a role.  
 
. 

But Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Cheyenne, chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, 

contends that once the USDA finalizes a rule formalizing its new regulatory power, it 

will be the only department with that authority. Lucas last year voted against a proposal 

to remove the USDA from the process. 

 

“In 2008, Congress transferred catfish inspections to the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture from the Food and Drug Administration and the National Marine Fisheries 

Service,” Lucas said in a statement last week. 

 

“Once the administration publishes the final regulation, USDA will be the sole food 

safety regulatory agency responsible for catfish inspections.” 

 

Lucas aides on the committee said the GAO report is wrong. 

 

But a National Fisheries Institute spokesman said it's Lucas who is mistaken. Since the 

FDA would still have regulatory authority over other types of fish, any facility where 

catfish and other fish were inspected would need FDA and USDA inspectors, Gavin 

Gibbons said. 

 
Gibbons' group is part of an effort to repeal the USDA's role, which critics have said 
would cost much more than the current inspection. Some contend that the issue is 
broader than government waste and goes to international trade. 
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Domestic catfish farmers have been pushing for more rigorous inspections of foreign 

catfish, or fish similar to what is called catfish in the United States, saying only a tiny 

fraction of the imports are inspected by the FDA. But other groups said the inspections 

could lead other countries to retaliate against U.S. food exports. 

 

In the budget he released last week, President Barack Obama called for repealing the 

USDA's role in catfish inspection before it officially begins. 

 
 


