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 Waste: How many federal agencies does it take to inspect a catfish? Three, apparently. No joke. It's just 

one of many outrageous but all-too-true examples of billions of dollars in waste uncovered by a new 

government audit. 

The Government Accountability Office's latest annual report on government waste and duplication 

found 31 areas in the government that overlap, duplicate efforts or are egregiously inefficient. That's on 

top of the 131 found in its previous two annual reports. 

In many cases, the government has no idea whether any of these programs actually work. 

Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), who pushed for this report, figures the latest examples alone add up to $95 

billion — more than the spending cuts under this year's "sequester." There are, for example, 23 agencies 

pushing more than 670 renewable energy programs, a quarter of which President Obama added. In 

wind energy alone, nine agencies threw $4 billion at 82 wind energy projects in 2011. 

Worse, the GAO found that many of these programs targeted the same wind projects, and worse still, in 

at least a few cases the money went to projects that likely would have been built anyway. 

Meanwhile, four federal agencies run 21 separate college aid programs that cost more than $140 billion 

a year, including eight targeted tax breaks, four subsidized loan programs, two grant programs, and a 

half-dozen others run by the Veterans Administration and Defense. Yet nobody, according to the GAO, 

has bothered to evaluate "the effectiveness of this assistance." 

Then there's the $4.5 billion spent by 15 federal agencies on 76 overlapping drug abuse programs. Since 

2007, the government had evaluated just six of these programs for effectiveness. 

There are six job training programs for veterans, but neither the VA nor the Labor Department has 

bothered to determine whether the $1.2 billion spent on them gets any results. 

The GAO also found overlapping small-business export promotion programs that actually make it harder 

for small businesses to get help because "overlapping services can be confusing to small businesses." 

And it found dozens of duplicative Homeland Security contracts. DHS awarded four contracts, for 

example, to find ways of detecting ammonium nitrate, and four to create "advanced algorithms for 

explosives detection." 



Obama claims his administration is on top of this. 

"From day one, the president has made rooting out waste and improving the way government works a 

top priority," administration official Danny Werfel told the Hill. Obama's even going to propose cutting 

out two catfish inspectors in his budget this week! Two! 

But Obama has shown far more interest in expanding government for the sake of making it bigger than 

in pushing genuine streamlining. 

The GAO found that Obama has, in fact, added several programs where many already existed. And of 

the 300 actions the GAO proposed in its first two annual reports, the administration has addressed just 

65. 

Remember this the next time you hear Obama whine about the pain and agony caused by the 

sequester. 
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