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Despite tough talk in Washington, D.C., about reining in excessive spending, 

Congressional leadership has once again missed an opportunity to save 

taxpayers' dollars. Once again, it's because of parochial interests overriding 

common sense. Congress could have saved billions had we adopted two 

bipartisan, common-sense provisions when debating the Senate farm bill. 

Unfortunately, the two farm bill amendments — one that would have repealed 

a duplicative and unnecessary catfish inspection program and another to cap 

excessive crop insurance subsidies — never even received a vote on the 

Senate floor. As a result, American taxpayers are on the hook for billions in 

unnecessary spending. We will now pay for a duplicative program that 

requires the inspection of seafood by two separate agencies, both the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Food and Drug Association at a cost of tens of millions of dollars. 

There are also trade repercussions, which in New Hampshire alone puts at risk $63.6 million in 

agricultural exports and more than 400 jobs. 

There is no reason for this duplicative program. The program props up the domestic catfish industry by 

stifling imports and competition and creating burdensome and overlapping regulations, all at the expense 

of the American consumer. That's why Sen. McCain and I proposed eliminating this expensive, 

duplicative program. In fact, a similar bipartisan plan passed the Senate the last time we considered the 

farm bill. This year, the self-serving interests of a few senators — both Republicans and Democrats — 

blocked a vote. 

We also should have reformed the way we administer crop insurance subsidies. Crop insurance is 

supposed to be a safety net, but since there is no cap, this program pays the most to those who need it 

the least. Sen. Toomey and I proposed a bipartisan plan to cap insurance premium subsidies at $50,000, 

the same amount of other crop subsidies. This would have reduced our deficit by approximately $3.4 

billion over the next 10 years while continuing to provide protection to those who need it. Again, the 

actions of a select few prevented this proposal from moving forward. 

We have seen far too much of this type of political gamesmanship and obstructionism in recent years. 

Eliminating unnecessary and wasteful government programs like these ought to be common sense, and it 

is unconscionable that some in Washington, D.C., could stand in the way of these proposals. 



Ultimately, I voted for the farm bill because it includes many important provisions. It reauthorizes federal 

nutrition programs that help low-income Americans feed their families; it strengthens agricultural land 

conservation programs; and it provides a stronger safety net for our dairy farmers. But we could have 

made this bill better. 

It's disappointing that because of narrow special interests, we missed an opportunity to vote on reforms to 

save taxpayers billions. 

Jeanne Shaheen is a Democratic U.S. senator from New Hampshire. 

 


